
 

June 4th, 2019 
  
Dear parents and families of Oak Grove students, 
  
The summer months provide the perfect opportunity to extend and enrich your child’s reading 
experiences. In addition, the summer is an important time to continue the learning that students have 
done over the course of the school year. At Oak Grove, we believe that reading is essential and all 
students need to engage in summer reading. 
  
Attached you will find a list of books for your child’s grade level, for students going into grades 4-8. At the 
start of the year, students will be engaging in activities related to the book selections, which will vary 
based on grade level. Students need to select a book from the provided list, as part of their summer 
reading. 
  
For our students going into grades 1-4, we highly encourage them to sign up for our First Annual Oak 
Grove Summer Reading Challenge.  The reading challenge will begin the week after summer break starts 
and end the week before the new school year begins in August. Students will choose a summer reading 
goal of 100 - 300 minutes a week and keep track of that over the summer for a chance to be entered in a 
raffle to throw a pie at Dr. Lemon, Mr. Fenton, or Mrs. Melamed.  Click on the link 
http://bit.ly/OG_summer_reading to join the challenge! 
 
Students also have the option of signing up for the free Summer Reading Club at Cook Memorial Library. 
This program offers students the opportunity to earn rewards. Visit the website at: www.cooklib.org/kids/ 
for additional information. 
  
Beyond selecting a text from the suggested grade level list, we want students to continue to read other 
selections of their choice over the summer, finding texts that will support their enjoyment of reading. 
  
Thank you for your continued support with your child’s learning.  For students in grades 4-8, we 
appreciate your assistance in helping your child select a book from the list. For all students, we know that 
your support at home is essential to building your child’s reading skills. We look forward to hearing about 
the conversations related to books in the fall. 
  
Sincerely, 

  

             
Andrew Fenton Lilli Melamed 
Principal, Oak Grove School Assistant Principal, Oak Grove School  

http://bit.ly/OG_summer_reading
http://www.cooklib.org/kids/
http://www.cooklib.org/kids/


 

Summer Reading List: Incoming 4th grade 
 

City of Ember by Jeanne DuPrau 
  
The city of Ember was built as a last refuge for the human race. Two hundred years later, the 
great lamps that light the city are beginning to flicker. When Lina finds part of an ancient 
message, she's sure it holds a secret that will save the city. She and her friend Doon must 
decipher the message before the lights go out on Ember forever!  Lexile: 680 
 
Fuzzy Mud by Louis Sachar 
  
Be careful. Your next step may be your last. 
 
Fifth grader Tamaya Dhilwaddi and seventh grader Marshall Walsh have been walking to and 
from Woodridge Academy together since elementary school. But their routine is disrupted when 
bully Chad Hilligas challenges Marshall to a fight. To avoid the conflict, Marshall takes a 
shortcut home through the off-limits woods. Tamaya, unaware of the reason for the detour, 
reluctantly follows. They soon get lost. And then they find trouble. Bigger trouble than anyone 
could ever have imagined. 
 
In the days and weeks that follow, the authorities and the U.S. Senate become involved, and 
what they uncover might affect the future of the world.  Lexile: 700 
 
Hilo Book 1: The boy who crashed to Earth by Judd Winick 
 
D.J. and his friend Gina are totally normal kids. But Hilo isn't! Hilo doesn't know where he came 
from, or what he's doing on Earth. (Or why going to school in only your underwear is a BAD 
idea!) . . . But UH-OH, what if Hilo wasn't the only thing to fall to our planet? Can the trio unlock 
the secrets of Hilo's past? Can Hilo SURVIVE a day at school? Find out in HILO-a 
laugh-out-loud, epic story of friendship! Adventure! (And the occasionally mutant robot ant). 
Lexile: 220 
 
Ida B: and Her Plans to Maximize Fun, Avoid Disaster, and (Possibly) Save the World by 
Katherine Hannigan 
  
Who is Ida B. Applewood? She is a fourth grader like no other, living a life like no other, with a 
voice like no other, and her story will resonate long after you have put this book down. How 
does Ida B cope when outside forces-life, really-attempt to derail her and her family and her 
future? She enters her Black Period, and it is not pretty. But then, with the help of a patient 
teacher, a loyal cat and dog, her beloved apple trees, and parents who believe in the same 
things she does (even if they sometimes act as though they don't), the resilience that is the very 
essence of Ida B triumph...and Ida B. Applewood takes the hand that is extended and starts to 
grow up. Lexile: 970 



 

Moo by Sharon Creech 
  
This uplifting tale reminds us that if we’re open to new experiences, life is full of surprises. 
Following one family’s momentous move from the city to rural Maine, an unexpected bond 
develops between twelve-year-old Reena and one very ornery cow. 
When Reena, her little brother, Luke, and their parents first move to Maine, Reena doesn’t know 
what to expect. She’s ready for beaches, blueberries, and all the lobster she can eat. Instead, 
her parents “volunteer” Reena and Luke to work for an eccentric neighbor named Mrs. Falala, 
who has a pig named Paulie, a cat named China, a snake named Edna—and that stubborn 
cow, Zora.  Lexile: 790 
 
The Terrible Two (book 1) by Mac Barnett 
  
Miles Murphy is not happy to be moving to Yawnee Valley, a sleepy town that's famous for one 
thing and one thing only: cows. In his old school, everyone knew him as the town's best 
prankster, but Miles quickly discovers that Yawnee Valley already has a prankster, and a great 
one. If Miles is going to take the title from this mystery kid, he is going to have to raise his game. 
It's prankster against prankster in an epic war of trickery, until the two finally decide to join 
forces and pull off the biggest prank ever seen: a prank so huge that it would make the 
members of the International Order of Disorder proud. Lexile: 620 
 
What Was the Great Chicago Fire? by Janet B. Pascal 
  
On Sunday, October 8, 1871, a fire started on the south side of Chicago. A long drought made 
the neighborhood go up in flames. And practically everything that could go wrong did. Firemen 
first went to the wrong location. Fierce winds helped the blaze jump the Chicago River twice. 
The Chicago Waterworks burned down, making it impossible to fight the fire. Finally after two 
days, Mother Nature took over, with rain smothering the flames. This overview of a stupendous 
disaster not only covers the fire but explores the whole history of fire fighting.  Lexile: 720 
 
Ugly by Robert Hoge 
 
When Robert Hoge was born, he had a tumor the size of a tennis ball in the middle of his face 
and short, twisted legs. Surgeons removed the tumor and made him a new nose from one of his 
toes. Amazingly, he survived with a face that would never be the same.  
 
Strangers stared at him. Kids called him names, and adults could be cruel, too. Everybody 
seemed to agree that he was ugly. But Robert refused to let his face define him. He played 
pranks, got into trouble, had adventures with his big family, and finally found a sport that was 
perfect for him to play. And Robert came face to face with the biggest decision of his life, he 
followed his heart.  Lexile: 890 
  
  



 

 
Summer Reading List: Incoming 5th grade 

 
Fred Korematsu Speaks Up by Laura Atkins and Stan Yogi 
 
Fred Korematsu liked listening to music on the radio, playing tennis, and hanging around with 
his friends—just like lots of other Americans. But everything changed when the United States 
went to war with Japan in 1941 and the government forced all people of Japanese ancestry to 
leave their homes on the West Coast and move to distant prison camps. This included Fred, 
whose parents had immigrated to the United States from Japan many years before. But Fred 
refused to go. He knew that what the government was doing was unfair. And when he got put in 
jail for resisting, he knew he couldn’t give up.  Lexile: Not Available 
 
Serafina and the Black Cloak by Rober Beatty 
 
Twelve-year-old Serafina, who lives in the boiler room in the basement of the wealthy Biltmore 
estate with her pa, longs to know the truth about her life: What happened to her mother, why 
she must stay hidden away, and whether -- with only eight toes and unusual golden eyes -- she 
isn't fully human. At night, Serafina stealthily walks about the mansion, borrowing books from 
the immense library and, as a self-appointed "Chief Rat Catcher," traps rats that roam the 
mansion. One night, she sees a mysterious and foul-smelling man in a black cloak abducting a 
child and making her vanish. Serafina, along with the Biltmore's owners' nephew Braeden, sets 
out to solve the mystery of the man -- and uncovers the truth of her own past in the process. 
Lexile: 850 
 
Insignificant Events in the Life of a Cactus by Dusti Bowling 
 
Aven Green loves to tell people that she lost her arms in an alligator wrestling match, or a 
wildfire in Tanzania, but the truth is she was born without them. And when her parents take a 
job running Stagecoach Pass, a rundown western theme park in Arizona, Aven moves with 
them across the country knowing that she’ll have to answer the question over and over again. 
 
Her new life takes an unexpected turn when she bonds with Connor, a classmate who also feels 
isolated because of his own disability, and they discover a room at Stagecoach Pass that holds 
bigger secrets than Aven ever could have imagined. It’s hard to solve a mystery, help a friend, 
and face your worst fears. But Aven’s about to discover she can do it all . . . even without arms. 
Lexile: 700 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Slider by Pete Hautman 
 
David can eat an entire sixteen-inch pepperoni pizza in four minutes and thirty-six seconds. Not 
bad. But he knows he can do better. In fact, he'll have to do better: he's going to compete in the 
Super Pigorino Bowl, the world's greatest pizza-eating contest, and he has to win it, because he 
borrowed his mom's credit card and accidentally spent $2,000 on it. So he really needs that 
prize money. Like, yesterday. As if training to be a competitive eater weren't enough, he's also 
got to keep an eye on his little brother, Mal (who, if the family believed in labels, would be 
labeled autistic, but they don't, so they just label him Mal). And don't even get started on the 
new weirdness going on between his two best friends, Cyn and HeyMan. Master talent Pete 
Hautman has cooked up a rich narrative shot through with equal parts humor and tenderness, 
and the result is a middle-grade novel too delicious to put down.  Lexile: 660 
 
The Night Diary by Veera Hiranadani 
 
It's 1947, and India, newly independent of British rule, has been separated into two countries: 
Pakistan and India. The divide has created much tension between Hindus and Muslims, and 
hundreds of thousands are killed crossing borders.  
 
Half-Muslim, half-Hindu twelve-year-old Nisha doesn't know where she belongs, or what her 
country is anymore. When Papa decides it's too dangerous to stay in what is now Pakistan, 
Nisha and her family become refugees and embark first by train but later on foot to reach her 
new home. The journey is long, difficult, and dangerous, and after losing her mother as a baby, 
Nisha can't imagine losing her homeland, too. But even if her country has been ripped apart, 
Nisha still believes in the possibility of putting herself back together.  Lexile: 700 
 
Sunwing by Kenneth Oppel (TAG Reading) 
  
In search of his father, Shade discovers a mysterious human building containing a vast forest. 
Home to thousands of bats, the indoor forest is as warm as a summer night and teeming with 
insects to eat.  And through the glass roof the bats can finally see the sun, free from the tyranny 
of the deadly owls. 
 
Is this paradise the fulfillment of Nocturna’s Promise to return the bats to the light of day? Shade 
has seen Humans enter the forest and take away hundreds of sleeping bats for an unknown 
purpose.  And where is Shade’s father? 
 
It isn’t long before Shade and Marina are swept up on a perilous journey which takes them to 
the far southern jungle – the homeland of Goth, now king of all the Vampyrum Spectrum: 
cannibal bats with three-foot wingspans.  With the help of an abandoned owl prince, and 
General Cortez’s rat army, Shade must use all his resourcefulness to find his father – and stop 
Goth from harnessing the dark powers of Carma Zotz to create eternal night.  Lexile: 680 
  



 

Summer Reading List: Incoming 6th grade 
 
A Long Walk to Water:  A Novel Based on a True Story by Linda Sue Park 
  
When the Sudanese civil war reaches his village in 1985, eleven-year-old Salva becomes 
separated from his family and must walk with other Dinka tribe members through southern 
Sudan, Ethiopia, and Kenya in search of safe haven. Based on the life of Salva Dut, who, after 
emigrating to America in 1996, began a project to dig water wells in Sudan.  Lexile: 720 
  
Mockingbird: (Mok'ing-burd) by Kathryn Erskine 
  
In Caitlin's world, everything is black or white. Things are good or bad. Anything in between is 
confusing. That's the stuff Caitlin's older brother, Devon, has always explained. But now 
Devon's dead and Dad is no help at all. Caitlin wants to get over it, but as an eleven-year-old girl 
with Asperger's, she doesn't know how. When she reads the definition of closure, she realizes 
that is what she needs. In her search for it, Caitlin discovers that not everything is black and 
white—the world is full of colors—messy and beautiful.  Lexile: 630 
  
Nightbird by Alice Hoffman 
  
Twig lives in Sidwell, where people whisper that fairy tales are real. After all, her town is 
rumored to hide a monster. And two hundred years ago, a witch placed a curse on Twig's family 
that was meant to last forever. But this summer, everything will change when the red moon 
rises. It's time to break the spell. Lexile: 840 
  
The Paper Cowboy by Kristin Levine 
  
Though he thinks of himself as a cowboy, Tommy is really a bully. He's always playing cruel 
jokes on classmates or stealing from the store. But Tommy has a reason: life at home is tough. 
His abusive mother isn't well; in fact, she may be mentally ill, and his sister, Mary Lou, is in the 
hospital badly burned from doing a chore it was really Tommy's turn to do. To make amends, 
Tommy takes over Mary Lou's paper route. But the paper route also becomes the perfect way 
for Tommy to investigate his neighbors after stumbling across a copy of The Daily Worker, a 
communist newspaper. 
 
Tommy is shocked to learn that one of his neighbors could be a communist, and soon fear of a 
communist in this tight-knit community takes hold of everyone when Tommy uses the paper to 
frame a store owner, Mr. McKenzie. As Mr. McKenzie's business slowly falls apart and Mary 
Lou doesn't seem to get any better, Tommy's mother's abuse gets worse causing Tommy's 
bullying to spiral out of control. Lexile: 600 
 
 
 



 

The Secret Hum of a Daisy by Tracy Holczer 
  
Twelve-year-old Grace and her mother have always been their own family, traveling from place 
to place like gypsies. But Grace wants to finally have a home all their own. Just when she thinks 
she's found it her mother says it's time to move again. Grace summons the courage to tell her 
mother how she really feels and will always regret that her last words to her were angry ones. 
After her mother's sudden death, Grace is forced to live with a grandmother she's never met. 
She can't imagine her mother would want her to stay with this stranger. Then Grace finds clues 
in a mysterious treasure hunt, just like the ones her mother used to send her on. Maybe it is her 
mother, showing her the way to her true home. Lexile: 820 
 
Turtle in Paradise by Jennifer Holm 
 
Life isn't like the movies, and eleven-year-old Turtle is no Shirley Temple. She's smart and 
tough and has seen enough of the world not to expect a Hollywood ending. After all, it's 1935, 
and jobs and money and sometimes, even dreams are scarce. So when Turtle's mama gets a 
job housekeeping for a lady who doesn't like kids, Turtle says goodbye without a tear and heads 
off to Key West, Florida, to stay with relatives she's never met. Florida's like nothing Turtle has 
ever seen. It's hot and strange, full of wild green peeping out between houses, ragtag boy 
cousins, and secret treasure. Before she knows what's happened, Turtle finds herself coming 
out of the shell she has spent her life building, and as she does, her world opens up in the most 
unexpected ways. Lexile: 610 
 
Ugly: A Memoir by Keith Robinson 
  
When Robert Hoge was born, he had a tumor the size of a tennis ball in the middle of his face 
and short, twisted legs. Surgeons removed the tumor and made him a new nose from one of his 
toes. Amazingly, he survived--with a face that would never be the same.  
 
Strangers stared at him. Kids called him names, and adults could be cruel, too. Everybody 
seemed to agree that he was "ugly." But Robert refused to let his face define him. He played 
pranks, got into trouble, had adventures with his big family, and finally found a sport that was 
perfect for him to play. And Robert came face to face with the biggest decision of his life, he 
followed his heart. 
 
This poignant memoir about overcoming bullying and thriving with disabilities shows that what 
makes us "ugly" also makes us who we are.  Lexile: 890  



 

Summer Reading List: Incoming 7th grade 
 

Almost Home by Joan Bauer 

When twelve-year-old Sugar's grandfather dies and her gambling father takes off yet again, 
Sugar and her mother lose their home in Missouri. They head to Chicago for a fresh start, only 
to discover that fresh starts aren't so easy to come by for the homeless. Nevertheless, Sugar's 
mother has taught her to be grateful no matter what, so Sugar does her best. With the help of a 
rescue dog, Shush; a foster family; a supportive teacher; a love of poetry; and her own grace 
and good humor, Sugar comes to understand that while she can't control the hand life deals her, 
she can control how she responds. Lexile: 590 

Boys Without Names by Kashmira Sheth 

For eleven-year-old Gopal and his family, life in their rural Indian village is over: We stay, we 
starve, his baba has warned. With the darkness of night as cover, they flee to the big city of 
Mumbai in hopes of finding work and a brighter future. Gopal is eager to help support his 
struggling family until school starts, so when a stranger approaches him with the promise of a 
factory job, he jumps at the offer. But Gopal has been deceived. There is no factory, just a 
small, stuffy sweatshop where he and five other boys are forced to make beaded frames for no 
money and little food. The boys are forbidden to talk or even to call one another by their real 
names. In this atmosphere of distrust and isolation, locked in a rundown building in an unknown 
part of the city, Gopal despairs of ever seeing his family again. But late one night, when Gopal 
decides to share kahanis, or stories, he realizes that storytelling might be the boys' key to 
holding on to their sense of self and their hope for any kind of future. If he can make them feel 
more like brothers than enemies, their lives will be more bearable in the shop and they might 
even find a way to escape. Lexile: 670 

Bystander by James Preller 

Eric is the new kid in seventh grade. Griffin wants to be his friend. When you're new in town, it's 
hard to know who to hang out with - and who to avoid. Griffin seems cool, confident, and 
popular. But something isn't right about Griffin. He always seems to be in the middle of bad 
things. And if Griffin doesn't like you, you'd better watch your back. There might be a target on it. 
As Eric gets drawn deeper into Griffin's dark world, he begins to see the truth about Griffin: he's 
a liar, a bully, a thief. Eric wants to break away, do the right thing. But in one shocking moment, 
he goes from being a bystander . . . to the bully's next victim. Lexile: HL 600 

 Schooled by Gordon Korman 

Capricorn Cap Anderson has been homeschooled by his hippie grandmother, Rain. When Rain 
is injured in a fall, Cap is forced to attend the local middle school. Although he knows a lot about 
Zen Buddhism, nothing has prepared him for the politics of public school. Lexile: 740 



 

Trash by Andy Mulligan *YA 

In an unnamed Third World country, in the not-so-distant future, three "dumpsite boys" make a 
living picking through the mountains of garbage on the outskirts of a large city. One 
unlucky-lucky day, Raphael finds something very special and very mysterious. So mysterious 
that he decides to keep it, even when the city police offer a handsome reward for its return. That 
decision brings with it terrifying consequences, and soon the dumpsite boys must use all of their 
cunning and courage to stay ahead of their pursuers. It's up to Raphael, Gardo, and Rat-boys 
who have no education, no parents, no homes, and no money-to solve the mystery and right a 
terrible wrong. Lexile: 850 

* Young Adult indicates material is aimed towards teen readers-parents may want to preview 

Unstoppable by Tim Green 

Then Harrison is brought into a new home with kind, loving parents—his new dad is even a 
football coach. Harrison's big build and his incredible determination quickly make him a star 
running back on the junior high school team. On the field, he's practically unstoppable. But 
Harrison's good luck can't last forever. When a routine sports injury leads to a devastating 
diagnosis, it will take every ounce of Harrison's determination not to give up for good.  Lexile: 
730 

  



 

Summer Reading List: Incoming 8th grade 

Alas, Babylon by Pat Frank *YA 
 
“Alas Babylon.” Those fateful words heralded the end. When a nuclear holocaust ravages the 
United States, a thousand years of civilization are stripped away overnight, and tens of millions 
of people are killed instantly. But for one small town in Florida, miraculously spared, the struggle 
is just beginning, as men and women of all backgrounds join together to confront the darkness. 
Lexile: 870 
 
* Young Adult indicates material is aimed towards teen readers-parents may want to preview 

A Separate Peace by John Knowles *YA 
 
An American classic and great bestseller for over thirty years, A Separate Peace is timeless in 
its description of adolescence during a period when the entire country was losing its innocence 
to the second world war. 
 
Set at a boys boarding school in New England during the early years of World War II, A 
Separate Peace is a harrowing and luminous parable of the dark side of adolescence. Gene is a 
lonely, introverted intellectual. Phineas is a handsome, taunting, daredevil athlete. What 
happens between the two friends one summer, like the war itself, banishes the innocence of 
these boys and their world. Lexile: 1030 
 
* Young Adult indicates material is aimed towards teen readers-parents may want to preview 

Sythe by Neal Shusterman *YA 

A world with no hunger, no disease, no war, no misery. Humanity has conquered all those 
things, and has even conquered death. Now scythes are the only ones who can end life—and 
they are commanded to do so, in order to keep the size of the population under control. 

Citra and Rowan are chosen to apprentice to a scythe—a role that neither wants. These teens 
must master the “art” of taking life, knowing that the consequence of failure could mean losing 
their own. Lexile: 860 

 * Young Adult indicates material is aimed towards teen readers-parents may want to preview 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Hotel On The Corner of Bitter and Sweet by Jamie Ford *YA 
 
Henry Lee comes upon a crowd gathered outside the Panama Hotel, once the gateway to 
Seattle's Japantown. It has been boarded up for decades, but now the new owner has made an 
incredible discovery: the belongings of Japanese families, left when they were rounded up and 
sent to internment camps during World War II. As Henry looks on, the owner opens a Japanese 
parasol. 
 
This simple act takes old Henry Lee back to the 1940s, at the height of the war, when young 
Henry's world is a jumble of confusion and excitement, and to his father, who is obsessed with 
the war in China and having Henry grow up American. While "scholarshipping" at the exclusive 
Rainier Elementary, where the white kids ignore him, Henry meets Keiko Okabe, a young 
Japanese American student. Amid the chaos of blackouts, curfews, and FBI raids, Henry and 
Keiko forge a bond of friendship–and innocent love–that transcends the long-standing 
prejudices of their Old World ancestors. And after Keiko and her family are swept up in the 
evacuations to the internment camps, she and Henry are left only with the hope that the war will 
end, and that their promise to each other will be kept. 
 
Forty years later, Henry Lee is certain that the parasol belonged to Keiko. In the hotel's dark 
dusty basement he begins looking for signs of the Okabe family's belongings and for a long-lost 
object whose value he cannot begin to measure. Now a widower, Henry is still trying to find his 
voice–words that might explain the actions of his nationalistic faith. Lexile: 850 
 
* Young Adult indicates material is aimed towards teen readers-parents may want to preview 

If You're Reading This by Trent Reedy *YA 
 
Mike was seven when his father was killed in mysterious circumstances in Afghanistan. Eight 
years later, the family still hasn't recovered: Mike's mom is overworked and overprotective; his 
younger sister Mary feels no connection to the father she barely remembers; and in his quest to 
be "the man of the family," Mike knows he's missing out on everyday high school life. 
 
Then, out of the blue, Mike receives a letter from his father - the first of a series Dad wrote in 
Afghanistan, just in case he didn't come home, meant to share some wisdom with his son on the 
eve of Mike's 16th birthday. As the letters come in, Mike revels in spending time with his dad 
again, and takes his encouragement to try new things - to go out for the football team, and ask 
out the beautiful Isma. But who's been keeping the letters all these years? And how did Dad 
actually die? 
 
As the answers to these mysteries are revealed, Mike and his family find a way to heal and 
move forward at last. Lexile: 700 
 
* Young Adult indicates material is aimed towards teen readers-parents may want to preview 
 



 

Locomotion by Jacqueline Woodson 
 
When Lonnie was seven years old, his parents died in a fire. Now he's eleven, and he still 
misses them terribly. And he misses his little sister, Lili, who was put into a different foster home 
because "not a lot of people want boys-not foster boys that ain't babies." But Lonnie hasn't given 
up. His foster mother, Miss Edna, is growing on him. She's already raised two sons and she 
seems to know what makes them tick. And his teacher, Ms. Marcus, is showing him ways to put 
his jumbled feelings on paper. 
 
Told entirely through Lonnie's poetry, we see his heartbreak over his lost family, his thoughtful 
perspective on the world around him, and most of all his love for Lili and his determination to 
one day put at least half of their family back together. Jacqueline Woodson's poignant story of 
love, loss, and hope is lyrically written and enormously accessible. Lexile: NP 


