
Welcome!

Sign up for Kindergarten Screening tonight!

bit.ly/kscreening2019

http://bit.ly/kscreening2019


Kindergarten 
New Parent 

Night
Becky Honaker
Frani Sherman

Jenna Sobey
Kelly Sweeney



Inspiring All Students to Embrace Learning in an 
Ever-Changing World

At Oak Grove SD68, we aim to:

● support and sustain high expectations for growth and achievement
● foster creativity, collaboration, communication and critical thinking
● develop the social, emotional and intellectual growth of the whole 

child
● create an environment that supports joyful learning
● recognize and celebrate success



Important Upcoming Dates
Kindergarten Screening:

 Thursday, May 2nd & Friday, May 3rd

Kindergarten Registration: 

Tuesday, June 11th, from 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. (TENTATIVELY)

Practice Kindergarten: 

To Be Determined



Kindergarten Registration
Walk in registration for all Kindergarten students and new students to the 
district will tentatively be on Tuesday, June 11th, from 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. in 
the Elementary gym.

The following documents are required to register your child: 

 ● Your student’s birth certificate 
with an official seal  (not a 
hospital certificate)

● Proof of physical examination
● Proof of immunizations your child 

has received
● Student Health/Medical History 

form
● School fees

● Student information card with 
parent’s home and work phone 
numbers and emergency 
numbers for those times when 
we are unable to reach parents

● Proof of residency form along 
with the 3 required supporting 
documents

   (If you pre-registered, materials will be mailed to you)



Kindergarten Screening
At Kindergarten Screening, your child will be evaluated on their literacy and 
math knowledge, as well as their speech-language development. This 
screening will provide helpful information for teachers to balance classrooms. 
Depending on your child’s evaluation, we may let you know skills to work on 
over the summer. 

Screening will take about one hour. Please sign up for a time slot as soon as 
possible. 

bit.ly/kscreening2019

Thursday, May 2nd 
& 

Friday, May 3rd

http://bit.ly/kscreening2019


Practice Kindergarten
You will be given a bus route for Practice Kindergarten at screening.  
Practice kindergarten starts at 9:00 and ends at 12:00.  Students will 
get to meet the kindergarten teachers and complete some fun 
activities.  This is a great way to get our students to feel confident and 
excited about starting kindergarten.  



Arrival/Dismissal
● Arrival

○ Morning recess - 7:45-8:10am
○ Instruction begins at 8:20am

● Dismissal
○ School dismisses at 3:20pm
○ Teachers walk students to their buses or to parent pick-up area
○ Parents will need to write a note that they send to school with 

their child for any day-to-day changes in dismissal



Special Rotations
● Spanish
● Library
● Social Emotional Learning (SEL)
● Art 
● Music
● PE

○ We have PE everyday
○ Students will need shoes that they can independently put on 

and take off



Food
● Lunch/Recess

○ 40 minutes for lunch and recess (20 minutes each)
○ Lunch service is available
○ You may pack nut items in your child’s lunch

● Afternoon Snack
○ Please send a clean and healthy snack that your child can open on 

their own
○ We have nut-free classrooms due to allergies

● We are not allowed to share any food in class due to allergies and food 
restrictions 



Workshop Model
We understand that students come to kindergarten at different levels.  In order 
to meet the needs of all our learners we have adopted the workshop model in 
reading and writing.  We use the Lucy Calkins Units of Study for writing and 
reading.

The workshop model includes the teacher teaching a mini-lesson to the whole 
class.  Students then go off to work independently at their own level.  While the 
students are working, the teacher is able to work with students one-on-one, or 
in small groups to tailor the instruction to best meet the students’ needs.



Math

Through manipulative play and differentiated games tailored to 
individual skill level, students develop important foundational skills and 
a deep conceptual understanding of math practices.

We use a variety of programs to create a developmentally appropriate 
curriculum aligned to the Common Core State Standards

Bridges in Mathematics

Number Corner 
(calendar program that supports our regular math curriculum)



Writing
There are 4 main units that cover different 
genres of writing:

a. Launching the Writing Workshop 
(Narrative)

b. Writing For Readers (Narrative)
c. How-To Books (Informational)
d. Persuasive Writing of All Kinds 

(Opinion)



Reading
Whole Group Reading: With the use of 
read-aloud stories and mini-lessons, students will 
learn comprehension, vocabulary, and fluency 
skills and strategies. Students also receive direct 
instruction in the foundational skills of reading, 
such as concepts of print, high-frequency words 
(sight words), and more.

Guided Reading or Conferring: Students meet in 
a small group setting with the teacher for 
differentiated instruction based on their reading 
levels. Students may also meet one-on-one with 
a teacher to confer about their goals as a reader. 

As guided reading is taking 
place, the rest of the students 

participate in independent 
practice by reading to self or 

reading to someone.



Phonics

We use the Reading Horizons program to 
support our phonics instruction. Students 
will learn/review letter names & sounds, 
important decoding skills, spelling 
patterns and handwriting formation. 



Science

We use a variety of materials to support the 
Next Generation Science Standards. Our three 
main units of Science are:

Weather & Climate

Force & Motion

Plants & Animals



iPads
Each student will receive their own 
iPad Mini.  They will take the iPad 
home and bring it back to school 
every day.  Please be sure to 
charge the iPad every night.

The iPads are tools that we use to 
engage and enhance student 
learning.

Your child will not be on their iPad 
for more than 30 minutes total 
each day.  

Students practice their fluency by 
recording themselves reading.



Volunteer Opportunities
● 3 class parties (Halloween, Winter Holiday, Valentine’s Day)

● Kindergarten T-shirt stamping

● Reading volunteers in the Winter and Spring

● Farm field trip in May

● Field day (last day of school)

-



What can you do to prepare your child for 
kindergarten?
● Gradually give your child more responsibilities, while allowing them to learn 

from their mistakes
● Have your child practice putting on/taking off winter clothing 

independently (while it’s still cold out!), as well as shoes
● Make sure your child can independently take care of bathroom needs
● Give your child opportunities to show they can follow rules and directions
● Start monitoring how long your child can stay focused on a task, and 

gradually build their stamina of maintaining independence 
● Encourage problem solving, and praise the PROCESS over the end result
● Practice patience, controlling impulses, and taking turns speaking and 

listening



What can you do to prepare your child for 
kindergarten?
● Provide “craft time” where they can use scissors, pencils, and other fine 

motor-developing tools (great time to talk about shapes and 
letters/numbers)

● Talk about numbers/colors/letters/shapes you see in surroundings
● Read aloud to them!  After reading, have a discussion about the story
● Encourage complete sentences when speaking or telling stories
● Have them practice spelling and writing their first names with 

lowercase letters (first one is a capital!)



Welcome 
Class of
2032!


