
Oak Grove School Parent Teacher Organization
Meeting Minutes – Wednesday, January 12, 2022

1. Call to Order
a. The meeting was called to order on Wednesday, December 1, 2021 at 6:33pm CT on

Zoom. Participants included:

Beth Zender Kate Byers Elizabeth O’Neill Haeli Byrnes

Aayshah Mirza Elisabeth Cobb Jen Barnabee Patti Tazzioli

Jason Ehrick Corinne Harrington Joni Kane Jaspreet Gill

Jeff Barry Ambika Mayer Emily Savino Farooq Jiwani

Melissa Sallmann Raabia Khan Mohammed Becky Ketterhagen MaryAnne Korkut

Brooke Schamber Nazlin Jiwani Arthur Kirsten Aaditya Narendra

2. Approval of Minutes
a. Minutes from December 1, 2021 were reviewed. A correction was requested

regarding the incorrect spelling of Sarah Farooqui’s name in item 6  page 4. Minutes
were approved as corrected.

3. Reports of Officers
a. President (Beth Zender & Kate Byers)

i. Thank Yous:
1. Mrs. Zanon sent a thank you regarding the new rug the PTO

purchased for her classroom. Her kindergarteners are loving it, and it
is big enough for everyone to sit comfortably.

2. From the PTO presidents: Thank you to all volunteers for an amazing
first half of the year! We hope you all know how thankful we are for
the time and energy you give to the PTO.

ii. Boy Scouts of America Bankruptcy:  The PTO Exec Board met and voted to
select “Option 1” which will not require the PTO to contribute to the
settlement fund and will release the PTO from any potential abuse-related
claims in connection with its relationship with Pack 194 since 1999 until the
date the bankruptcy petition was filed.

b. Vice President (Elizabeth O’Neill)
i. Report from the December 14, 2021 BOE Meeting

1. Facilities: Planning for the parking lot is ongoing. Soon the architect
will work with the civil engineer to design the parking lot and do the
site work.

2. Maintenance: The maintenance team planned winter break projects
such as painting, shampooing carpets, repairing tiles, and deep
cleaning student desks.

3. District Health: The state superintendent expressed the goal to keep
kids in schools in a way that is safe and healthy. Masks will likely be
in use for the foreseeable future.

4. Enrichment Update: A .5 FTE was posted for an elementary
enrichment/TAG position. There is some interest internally.



5. Extra Duty Stipend: Money is available for staff to be compensated
for extra duties. A committee has been formed with the intent to
deliver an Extra Duty Handbook by the end of the school year.

6. Superintendent Report: Staff members will soon have access to an
app on their phone that operates as an internal communication
system for emergency purposes. It will cost $2,500 a year, and there
will be training in May. Additionally, OGS has adopted e-learning for
emergency days. OGS and surrounding schools have agreed that they
will make the call for snow cancellations no later than 5:30am and
potentially the night before if conditions are more obvious.

c. Treasurer (Haeli Byrnes)
i. Marla’s payout for November: ~$2700; for December: ~$2600.

ii. Expenditures: Reimbursements for teacher funds for ~$500 and dinner
provided during parent/teacher conferences for ~$800.

d. Registrar (Aayshah Mirza)
i. Thank you to everyone who has signed up to be last-minute volunteers.

4. Report of Administration (Jen Barnabee)
a. Gratitude was shared for all the volunteers who helped make the staff winter

celebration breakfast a success.
b. Thank you to families for allowing staff time to grow professionally specifically

during SIP days (early dismissals). On January 7, iReady winter diagnostic results
will be reviewed. On February 9, staff will have gender identity training provided by
Lurie’s Children’s Hospital.

c. Winter sports are starting with wrestling and boys’ volleyball.
5. Reports from Standing Committees

a. Teacher’s Liaison (Patti Tazzioli) Many thanks for all the PTO offers including
teacher treats and winter class parties. It is appreciated.

b. BSA Pack 194 (Jason Ehrick)
i. Thank you to Elizabeth O’Neill who has been working with the Boy Scouts to

find a resolution regarding BSA bankruptcy and insurance renewal for the
Boy Scouts’ camping trailer.

ii. Upcoming events include: virtual movie night on January 15 and Pinewood
Derby on January 22.

iii. Pack 194 plans to work with the school on a conservation project involving
the school’s greenhouse and courtyard this spring.

c. OGS Winter Market
i. Stan’s Donuts (Becky Ketterhagen) Stan’s was extremely generous for

increasing the percentage provided back to the PTO - $291 expected from
Stan’s and $238 profit from drink sales.

ii. Winter Market (Beth Zender & Haelie Byrnes for AnneRose Poor) Winter
market was a great success. Thank you to our many parent and student
volunteers. Overall sales for Fun Services products was $3,372 - $840 profit
back to the PTO. Vendor donations are still trickling in - currently at $215.
This event looked different from past years. The amount of manpower and
storage spaces needed have been greatly reduced.

d. Community Give Back (Brooke Schamber)
i. Next event is Feed My Starving Children. Three dates have been provided

(February 10, 12 & 14). Spaces are starting to fill up.
ii. PTO has worked to develop a list of ideas for families to participate in an

“MLK Day of Service”. Families are encouraged to take a look at the PTO
Facebook page and share pictures.



e. Book Fairs
i. K-4 (Beth Zender for Melissa Rakestraw) In the past, OGS has held the BOGO

fair in April. However, due to inventory issues, Scholastic will not be offering
the BOGO fairs in April this year. Instead, the BOGO fairs will be offered in
May. Scholastic advised that we can hold a normal for-profit fair in April or
pick from an available May date for the BOGO option.. Melissa’s
recommendation is to not host another for-profit and schedule the BOGO fair
the week of May 9. It would be a four day fair running from Monday through
Thursday. Mrs. Barnebee agreed this might be a good week because Battle of
the Books is the same week. Mrs. Barnbee will investigate and circle back.

ii. 5-8 (Melissa Sallmann) Thank you to Mrs. Barnebee, Ozzy Suarez, Alyssa
Ostermann and Kathy Azzato in planning this event. Anderson’s Book
Company will bring books on January 31. Sixth graders will come in on
Tuesday, 7th grade on Wednesday and 8th grade on Thursday. A discussion
considering if 5th graders could attend was started. Mrs. Tazzioli will discuss
with the 5th grade ELA team.

f. Son Plus One & Event Name TBD (Formerly Daddy Daughter Dance)
i. Former Daddy Daughter Dance (Ambika Mayer) The committee is in

discussions with Son Plus One and PTO Exec Board to determine what the
event will look like.

ii. Son Plus One (MaryAnne Korkut) Bowling might be a safe event that follows
guidelines. A combined event would be a fun experience where everyone is
comfortable because everyone is included.

6. Report from OGSEF (Jeff Barry)
a. The Gala is fast approaching. Ninety tickets have been sold so far. Most fundraising

comes from the auction. OGS families are encouraged to review the list of auction
items.

7. Old Business
8. New Business

a. Raabia Khan Mohammed made a motion and Elizabeth O’Neill seconded the motion
to discuss a request for funds from Alyssa Ostermann to replace 18 20”x30”
photographs that hang in the junior high library. The junior high library is a very
public place hosting BOE meetings, book fairs and other celebratory events. The
current photographs are dated and need to be fixed frequently. New photographs
should represent 4-8 graders who attend OGS at iconic OGS sites. The PTO has been
asked to spearhead and fund this project with the help of Mrs. Ostermann. Motion
passed via Zoom poll to fund the request.

b. Ambika Mayer made a motion and Emily Savino seconded the motion to discuss a
request for funds from Kathy Saia for $200 to purchase sleds for outdoor recess.
Motion passed via Zoom poll to fund the request.

9. Announcements
a. Important dates:

i. February 1-3, 2022: Jr. High Bookfair
ii. February 19, 2022: OGSEF Gala

iii. May 27, 2022: Field Day (early dismissal half-day)
10. Adjourn

a. The meeting adjourned at 7:37pm CT.


